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Highcliffe School - Geography Sixth Form Expectations Course outline
A-Level Geography at Highcliffe School follows the AQA specification found at the following site:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037
· There are 3 human and 3 physical topics across A Level Geography – therefore you will need to divide your folder into these sections. You will also need a final section for your Independent Geography fieldwork investigation.
· In Geography, you will receive home study at least once a week – this will mainly be in the form of independent research and completing exam questions.

How is Geography assessed?

	
	Paper 1 Physical Geography
	Paper 2 Human Geography
	Paper 3 Geography Fieldwork Investigation

	Section A
	Water and Carbon Cycles
	Global Systems and Global Governance
	Students complete an individual investigation, which must include data collected in the field. The individual 

	Section B
	Coastal Systems and Landscapes
	Changing Places
	

	
	
	
	investigation must be based on a question or issue

	Section C
	Hazards
	Contemporary Urban Environments
	

	
	
	
	defined and developed by the

	
	
	
	student relating to any part of the specification content.

	Other information
	2 hours 30mins exam, 120 marks, 40% of A-Level
	2 hours 30mins exam, 120 marks, 40% A- Level
	3,000 – 4,000 words, 60
marks, 20% of A-Level


Expectations
· Students are expected to purchase a working file in order to record and organise any notes and worksheets used in lessons.
· Students are expected to have the correct stationery for the lessons including pens, pencils, scissors, glue and highlighters.
· Students are expected to attend all lessons.
· As the lessons involve a lot of discussion based work and examination style questions it is expected that students will complete all home study tasks to a high standard and these must be handed in on time.
· MISSED LESSON CONTENT DUE TO ABSENCE – Students are expected to catch up in their designated study periods.
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Reading list for A - level Geography
At A Level Geography it is expected that you can demonstrate to the examiners that you have been partaking in wider reading.
Below is a list of books and websites you could use over the next two years and beyond in university.
The list below is the name of the textbooks that are published by the exam board. The first one in the list (highlighted) is one of the A-Level textbook’s we use at Highcliffe and we recommend purchasing one as they are extremely detailed and useful for revision and catching up on missed work!


	AQA - AQA A-level Geography (fourth or fifth edition - Hodder)
	https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Geography-Fifth-Whittaker/dp/1398312541/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=hodder+a+level+geography+aqa&qid=1657543173&sprefix=aqa+a-level+hodder+geo%2Caps%2C103&sr=8-1 

	AQA - AQA Geography - A Level and AS Student Book (OUP) Human and Physical
	https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366546/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/product/9780198366515/?region=uk  




Useful link to Physics and Maths Tutor – 
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-aqa/ 


News websites include – www.bbc.co.uk http://www.telegraph.co.uk You can also use websites like –
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ http://www.gatm.org.uk/

Finally, there are a plethora of websites offering you help with the subject content. Many will cover topics you don’t study and most are based on the old specifications or different exam boards so check the content is relevant to you when using these sites.
www.geographyiseverything.co.uk www.coolgeography.com
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Career Links
Below is some information and a website link to future career pathways in Geography:
Useful websites: 
· https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/subject-guide/geography-and-environmental-science 
· https://www.rgs.org/geography/choose-geography/careers/ 
· https://geography.org.uk/careers-in-geography-getting-started/ 
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There are topics that we teach at GCSE Geography that reappear in the A-Level Geography specification. Therefore, it is important that you revisit this knowledge and complete the tasks set out  below to prepare you and ensure you are revisiting this knowledge. The 3 tasks will be the first topics you learn about at A-Level. They will also be the topics that will appear in your first Mock Assessment Point (MAP).
Task 1 - Coasts 
Create a glossary of 20 key terms from the Coasts topic using your GCSE knowledge – there are 10 words below to get you started (some of these are from GCSE, some you may have never come across before and are A-Level terms), you then need to come up with 10 more. Make sure you write out the key term AND the definition.
Concordant Coastline – 
Discordant Coastline – 
Geology – 
Deposition - 
Beach Profile – 
Thermal Expansion – 
Longshore Drift - 
Hard Engineering – 
Soft Engineering – 
Albedo Effect – 
Use the following website to help you: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zt6r82p/revision/1 





Task 2 – Urban topic

In Y12 you will be taught the Contemporary Urban Environments topic which has links to the GCSE topic – Urban Issues and Challenges. Create a glossary of 20 key terms from the Urban Issues topic using your GCSE knowledge – there are 10 words below to get you started (some of these are from GCSE, some you may have never come across before and are A-Level terms), you then need to come up with 10 more. Make sure you write out the key term AND the definition.

Urban – 

Rural – 

Megacity – 

Urban Sprawl – 

Urbanisation – 

Regeneration – 

Surburbanisation – 

Social Segregation – 

Decentralisation – 

Gentrification - 

Use the following website to help you:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9wcg82 









Task 3 – Water and Carbon Cycles

A new topic that you will learn about at A-Level is ‘The Water and Carbon Cycles’. This links into your Rivers topic that you learnt about at GCSE, so again, there are cross overs here.
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http://quagroup.com/wp-content/uploads/Water_Cycle-en.png 

You need to do some detailed research into the following 4 questions – present it in any way you wish e.g. in note form, as a mind map, poster with images etc.

Independent Research 
1. Explain ways in which humans can affect the hydrological/water cycle? 

2. What is a storm hydrograph and what factors can impact it? (Physical and human) 

3. How have humans contributed to droughts in countries around the world such as Australia? 

4. How might climate change impact the hydrological cycle?
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